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Crochet Basics for Amigurumi

Getting Started

Hooks and Yarn

Amigurumi stitches need to be tight to hold the shape and keep stuffing in,
so use a crochet hook that is one to two hook sizes smaller than the yarn
recommends. Hooks around 4 mm (G) to 5 mm (H) will create stitches that
are tight enough to hold stuffing with medium worsted yarn.

Medium worsted acrylic yarn is ideal for amigurumi because it holds shape,
comes in many colors, can be easily washed and is hypoallergenic.

Following a Pattern

Most amigurumi pieces start with a magic loop - a yarn ring that holds stitches
together in a circle. From there, stitches are added on in spirals to form shapes.
Other amigurumi pieces are started with a foundation chain and end up as flat
pieces. Pieces are stuffed with stuffing and then sewn together with yarn.

Basic Techniques

Slip Knot

This knot is used to start a chain. With the yarn, form a circle and insert hook
into circle (a). Pull top yarn end through (b). Tighten yarn around hook by
pulling the tail end (c).

Rounds and Rows

Rounds (a) are worked in one direction using continuous circles. Rows (b)
are worked back-and-forth, often using chain stitches to go from one row to
another and turning the piece after every row.

In amigurumi, rounds are more often used because the stitches all look iden-
tical. Rows have more visible stripes that are formed from turning the piece
after every row.

Rows are started with a
foundation chain and
then worked back-and-
forth.

Rounds begin with a
magic loop and continue
in the same direction.

Slip Stitch

This simple stitch is used to finish off the work or to connect pieces together.
Insert hook into stitch (a), yarn over hook and pull through stitch and loop
on hook (b).
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Chain Stitch
Used to create a foundation chain. From a slip knot, yarn over hook (a) and
pull through loop on hook (b).

Keeping Track of Rounds
Crochet the first stitch in a round over a scrap piece of yarn (a) to keep track of
where the round started and the number of stitches completed.
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Starting Rows and Rounds

Magic Ring Start
The magic ring is used when crocheting in rounds. It forms a circle of stitch-
es that can be tightened, leaving no hole in the center of the piece.

Wrap yarn around two fingers to create an X (a). Flip hand and pull back yarn
under front yarn (b) and twist the loop (c). Yarn over (d) and pull through

the loop on the hook. Remove the ring from fingers (e) and crochet required
number of stitches into the center of the ring and around the tail (f). Pull tail
to tighten the ring.

(a)

To keep track of rounds,
crochet over a scrap piece
of yarn at the beginning of
every round.

Foundation Chain Start
The foundation chain start is used when working in rows or non-circular
rounds.

Chain required number of stitches (a). Skip the first chain from the hook and
crochet as specified in pattern (b). If working in rows, chain 1 at the end of
the row and turn piece around (d).
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Single Crochet Stitch

The most common stitch used in amigurumi.

At the beginning of a new row, insert hook into second stitch from hook (a).
Yarn over and pull yarn through stitch (b). Yarn over and pull through both
loops on hook (c). For next single crochet stitch, continue by inserting hook
into next stitch (d).

(a) (b)
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Half Double Crochet Stitch
This creates a stitch that is bigger than a single crochet, but works well to
keep in stuffing.

At start of a new row, yarn over and insert hook into second stitch from hook
(a). Yarn over and pull through stitch (b). Yarn over and pull through all three
loops on hook (c). For next half double crochet stitch, yarn over and insert
hook into next stitch.

(a (b) (c)

Increasing and Decreasing

Increasing Stitches
A crochet increase is a technique used to increase the width of a shape.

To create an increase, crochet two stitches into the same stitch (b).

Decreasing Stitches
A single crochet decrease is used to subtract stitches from a round or row.

Yarn over and insert hook into first stitch. Draw yarn through just the stitch
(a). Yarn over and insert hook into second stitch (b). Yarn over and draw yarn
through all loops on hook.

Odds and Ends

Joining and Sewing Together

To finish a piece, crochet a slip stitch, cut the yarn and pull the end through
the stitch. The yarn tail can then be used to sew pieces together or weaved
in to make it hidden.

Sew pieces together tightly and stuff the remaining yarn into the creature. No
need for a final knot, just in case a piece needs to be moved.

Stuffing Safety Eyes

Before sewing together pieces, stuff
animals until firm with polyester
stuffing. Yarn scraps can work well
too.

Safety eyes have a clasp that en-
sures they cannot be pulled out. In
all pictures, the size of the safety
eyes used is 8 mm.
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